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GeoStoryteller: Taking grey literature to the streets of New York 

 

Debbie Rabina and Anthony Cocciolo, Pratt Institute, School of Information and Library Science (SILS), 

United States 

 

Abstract 

 

Introduction: GeoStoryteller is a mobile learning application that liberates myriad collections of 

grey literature from the confines of the library and brings them to the streets to enhance the 

learning experience of students. GeoStoryteller brings cultural heritage to the streets by making 

available digitized content and multimedia narrative using location-awareness applications.  

GeoStoryteller develops new models that cultural institutions can apply to reuse and repurpose 

grey literature that exist within their archives and collections and use them to create new 

multimedia narratives that combine text, audio, photographs and augmented reality. These new 

models will be used for engaging youth and creating attractive informal learning environments 

free of traditional classroom constraints.  

The first application of GeoStoryteller is currently under development as a project conducted by 

Pratt SILS with the Goethe Institute on New York. GeoStoryteller : iGetNY (invisible German 

traces in NY) will be used to learn about immigration in New York City through the eyes of 

German immigrants (1840-1945).  

 

Problem/Goal: The goal of this project is to find ways to repurpose existing grey materials in the 

area of cultural heritage, to liberate them from the confines of the classroom or museum, and 

offer young audiences an interactive location-based learning experience that maintains a high 

level of scholarship.  

 

Method/Procedure: Dr. Rabina is leading the project in terms of content. This involves 

collecting materials (mostly currently in print) from several libraries and collections among them 

the New York Public Library, the archives of the City of New York, the Goethe Institute of New 

York and more. These materials are digitized and edited to create location based narratives.  

Dr. Cocciolo is leading the project in terms of technology. He is developing the GeoStoryteller 

application, which will be distributed under a Creative Commons license.  

Following the development of the application and the content, two researchers specializing is 

user studies will join the team to assess the outcomes of the project.   

We expect phase I of the project (content and software development) to continue through Fall 

2011, and phase II, assessment, to be carried out in Winter 2011 and Spring 2012.  

 

Project Costs: The Goethe Institute in funding the costs of the project, estimated at about 

$50,000.  

 

Anticipated Results: We believe GeoStoryteller will enhance the use of grey literature through 

innovative use and repurposing in three ways: 

1) Innovation in using grey literature for learning social studies and local history: 

GeoStoryteller is particularly useful to cultural institutions like the Goethe Institute who 

are interested in using the physical world and mobile telephony as a way to connect 

users with collections and learning materials that are mostly invisible to users due to their 

grey nature.  

2) New knowledge through assessment:  To asses the outcomes of the project, we will test 

the efficacy of using mobile technology to connect users with cultural heritage learning 

materials previously available only in special collections. One question we are interested 



in exploring: How does situating cultural heritage learning materials in relevant physical 

locations impact engagement with those materials? 

3) Participatory media perspective: This project is innovative in that it recognizes the 

importance of user contributions. Employing a participatory media perspective, 

individuals can use GeoStoryteller to contribute their own stories, which further 

acknowledges the relevance and importance of those stories while simultaneously 

enriching the environment.  

 

Screenshots:  GeoStoryteller is in early stages of development in terms of content and 

software. Below are screenshots of the initial storyboards developed for the narrative component 

and of the application currently under development.  

 

 

Page ID: Course Menu 

Audio text: Carl Schurz Monument and 
Park, in the Upper East Side, near Gracie 
Mansion. Provide historical information 
about Carl Schurz, who was a German 
émigré lawyer and orator, a friend of 
Abraham Lincoln, and was a very famous 
Union General in the American Civil War.  
In 1869, he became the first German-born 
American elected to the US Senate (for 
Missouri, where he was then living). He 
moved to NYC and worked for a time at 
the New York Evening Post and Harper’s 

Bazaar and continued to advocate for 
German immigrants while maintaining his 
anti-imperialist and anti-corruption 
stances.  

Carl Schurz Monument 
and Park 
East 86th Street 
between FDR Drive and 
York Ave. 

Image description: Monument and picture of Carl Schurz 
Image locate: DORIS and other archives should hav
should have archived primary sources. 

Student Activity: Quiz the students on their knowledge of history: zum Beispiel: 

Carl Schurz was a general in which army in the Civil War? (answer: Union) 

He was elected to what office in the government? (answer: Senate and Secretary of the Interior) 

Animation/Interaction: Show images of Schurz in US Army uniform, pictures of what the New York Evening Post and Harper
offices looked like in the late 1800s, if possible. 

Notes: Carl Schurz Park website is sparse in Carl Schurz history; look to NY municipal archives or Civil War biographies for 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




